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INTRO: BA (EN)
BA-Stamps for travel goods from Belgium

The Belgian travel goods stamps, often referred to as "travel goods stamps" or "parcel stamps," are a fascinating part
of Belgium's postal history. Below is a summary of their history, including their origin, decline, and function:

Origin

The introduction of travel goods stamps in Belgium took place in the 19th century, a period marked by an increase in
postal traffic and a growing need for efficient transportation options. These stamps were designed to make it easier to
send goods and packages via the post. They served as a means to cover shipping costs and allowed people to send
items without needing to use cash.

Function

The primary function of travel goods stamps was to cover the shipping costs for parcels and goods. Each stamp
represented a specific amount that had to be paid for shipping, depending on the weight and destination of the
package. This system made it easier for both individuals and businesses to send goods, as they could purchase the
stamps in advance and affix them to their packages.

Decline

With the rise of modern shipping methods and communication technologies, travel goods stamps in Belgium gradually
lost their function. By the end of the 20th century, they had largely been replaced by more efficient shipping methods,
such as digital shipping solutions and online tracking. The last issues of these stamps occurred in the 1970s and
1980s, after which they were phased out of circulation.

Conclusion

Belgian travel goods stamps are an important part of postal history that reflect the evolution of shipping services in the
country. They served as a practical and effective means of sending goods at a time when communication and
transportation methods were still developing. Although they now belong to the past, they remain an intriguing topic for
philatelists and history enthusiasts.
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